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Teresa Trull (left) and Barbara Higbie in a photo from the jacket of their album, “Unexpected.”

Concert Set forFeb. 23 at MPC
On Saturday, Feb. 23, Demeter
Productions will present Barbara
Higbie and Teresa Trull in concert
at the Monterey Peninsula College
Music Hall. The concert gets under
way at 8 p.m.
Born in Coldwater, Michigan,
Higbie began picking out tunes on
the family piano when she was three
and began taking classical lessons a
few years later. She attended Mills
College in Oakland, receiving a B.A.
in music, and then studied at the
Sorbonne in Paris. Later, she went
to Africa on a Watson Fellowship to
study and collect traditional music.

Higbie composed most of the
material and plays piano on the duo
album “Tideline” that she and Darol
Anger recorded for Windham
Records in 1982. She has performed
frequently with Terry Garthwaite,
Dick Oxtot’s Golden Age Jazz Band
and the Robin Flower Band. Most
recently, she has performed with
Saheeb, an eclectic, innovative
group of multi-instrumentalists.
Trull grew up in Durham, North
Carolina, where she was steeped in
blues, gospel and R&B. Starting her
career singing gospel in her church
choir, she has moved through a

range of vocal styles with ease and
power.
Trull has recorded two albums on
the Olivia label, “The Ways a
Woman Can Be” and “Let It Be
Known.” She has performed and-or
recorded with Joan Baez, Meg
Christian, Holly Near, Linda Tillery,
Mary Watkins and many others. A
songwriter of considerable note,
Trull’s material has been recorded
by many performers including
Gwen McRae and the Whispers.
Recently, Trull recorded and co
produced “Unexpected” with Higbie
on the Second Wave label.

Trull’s powerful vocals coupled
with Higbie’s instrumental prowess
make this duo a perfect balance.
Together they radiate exciting,
expressive music and dazzle their
audiences
with
contagious
dynamism and off-beat senses of
humor.
This concert is a benefit for
Demeter Resources, a non-profit,
tax exempt, community based
organization.
Tickets are $6 and are available at
Bookworks
in Pacific Grove,
DoReMi Records in the Barnyard
and at the door

Demeter: Where Are We Now?
By Joan Weiner
Co-Editor

In the past year, three feminist newspapers
have ceased publication: Big Mama Rag in
Colorado, Matrix in Washington State and Equal
Times in Boston. Closer to home, both Matrix in
Santa Cruz and Plexus in San Francisco are
experiencing hard times.
Those of us remaining continue to struggle
with the month-to-month challenges of putting
out the news when we are over-worked, under
staffed, under-financed, under-read and underappreciated. At Demeter, the question we are
facing is simply this: how long can we continue
the struggle?
I want to bring you up to date on what’s
happened to us since our last issue, in which we
raised the possibility of our own demise.
On the positive side, the community
responded with financial contributions allowing
us to get out of debt and help pay for this issue
(note that it is eight rather than our normal 12
pages — it’s all we could afford). More money is
needed.
Some of the contributions were accompanied
by letters expressing appreciation for our work
over the years. That was gratifying.

And a person volunteered to take over one of
the four vacant positions we outlined last month.
Marghy Baker is our new distribution coor
dinator and did a fine job in that capacity last
month. That’s another plus.
On the negative side, the other three jobs we
outlined need to be filled immediately if we are to
continue. To date, those tasks have not been
taken over. Several people offered to help, but
their schedules or energies would not permit
them to fill the jobs specified.
While all offers of help are appreciated, we
really need the positions of circulation coor
dinator, advertising salesperson and fundraising
coordinator filled NOW. In the absence of people
to fill those critical jobs, we cannot continue to
publish.
Also on the negative side is a curious
phenomenon that I don’t know how to describe.
Throughout January, people approached me with
the usual question: “What’s the deadline for the
next issue?” My standard reply was, “Didn’t you
read the last issue? There MIGHT NOT BE a
next issue.”
It was a perplexing and infuriating ex
perience, this feeling of being dis-believed. When
(Continued on page 2)
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HOW CAN WE PAY OUR
BILLS IF YOU DON'T
SUBSCRIBE?

Listen people! We print 1,200
copies of Demeter monthly and mail
300 out to paid subscribers. What’s
happening to the other 900? We
distribute them throughout the
county and within a few days,
they’ve disappeared.
If you’re one of the 900 people
who consistently picks up a copy for
free
but has never sub
scribed . . . now’s the time!
Here’s a subscription coupon and
envelope to make it easy for you to
send us your $8. What’s your excuse
now?
We’ve heard a great deal of
excuses. Some of the ones we’ve
gotten are: “I don’t have the
money.” Eight dollars a year breaks
down to less than 75 cents an issue.
That equals less than a gallon of gas,
a pack of cigarettes, three candy
bars or one bottle of beer. Think
about your priorities.
Or how about “I didn’t realize you
took subscriptions?” Well, we do!
And in fact we must to keep
publishing. We live hand to mouth,
benefit to benefit. Recently our
benefits have not been as successful
as we’d like. Frankly we think it’s
time we stopped begging and have
people in the community pay for its
newspaper.

And finally, “If I can get Demeter
free, why should I pay for it?”
Because if you don’t pay for
Demeter someday soon it won’t be
there to pick up free. Yes, it’s that
serious. We hate writing articles
like this. We hate worrying about
money all the time. But more im
portantly we hate the thought of
Demeter not being in our com
munity.

Non-profit groups are folding
everyday. Please don’t let Demeter
be one of them. Subscribe today. It
will make us all feel better.

Demeter-----

DANA SUMMERS
Courtesy Orlando Sentinel
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(Continued from page 1)
I questioned people about it, a few replied that
they EXPECTED us to be there; after all, we
had been in trouble in the past and always found
a way out.
I seriously considered the possibility of not
publishing this month, just to drive the point
home to people that, yes, we are in trouble. This
issue may be our last. If we don’t get help, there
won’t be anything to consider next month. We’ll
cease publication for sure.
It seems especially poignant to fold during
March — when so many women will come
together to celebrate Women’s History Week.
Over the years, we’ve brought our readers
women’s history each month.
There will be a community meeting to discuss
the future of Demeter on Thursday, Feb. 7 at 7
p.m. in our office, 582 Lighthouse Ave., Room 15
(above Sprouse Reitz, next to KAZU). If you care
about the future of your newspaper, please come.
Another way to support the paper is to buy
tickets to the Teresa Trull-Barbara Higbie
concert on Saturday, Feb. 23, at the MPC Music
Hall. Call our office, 375-5629, for more in
formation or for tickets.

letters
Words of Encouragement
Editor:
I love receiving Demeter, it’s such
a treat! I especially enjoyed one of
the past issues which was entitled,
“There he goes again . . It was a
bunch
of
funny
statements
President Reagan had made. I made
20 copies of that article and shared
it with friends.
I am working on an article on
single head of household Hispanic
women in San Jose. Would you be
interested in it? I also teach Ethnic
Women in the U.S. at San Jose

State, so if you ever need an article
or information in that area, I’m your
connection.
Thanks again for Demeter.
Rebeca Rangel
San Jose
Editor's Note: This letter is
representative of about a dozen we
received in response to our last
issue. We'd like to thank all who
took the time to write us. Your
words of encouragement and ap
preciation meant a lot to us.

national news briefs
Compiled from HerSay

The Last Beauty Show
The British Broadcasting Corp,
has televised its last beauty contest,
saying the pageants are “an
anachronism” and verge “on the
offensive.”
BBC television’s Channel One, the
lighter of the two state-owned TV
channels, broadcast the crowning of
25-y ear-old Jill Saxby as Miss Great
Britain 1985 on Jan. 11. Michael
Grade, the channel’s chief
executive, announced that hence
forth he would ban all beauty
contests, saying that the pageants
don’t warrant national air time.

VDT Study Under Fire
A major study by the National
Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health (NIOSH) on the effects
of intensive use of video display
terminals on pregnant women, is
causing controversy before it even
begins.
The dispute centers on the scope
of the study, which is expected to
start this spring. The question:
should the study look only at the
reproductive problems of VDT

and lawyers’ organizations, a
number of big-time bankers and
some Fortune 500 companies, that
the proposed gay rights law would
have been bad for business. The
head of an anti-referendum com
mittee formed by the Chamber of
Commerce claimed the measure
“could well be detrimental to the
economic future of Houston.”
Nearly 50 U.S. cities have
adopted anti-gay and lesbian
discrimination measures in some
form. While these charges were
being leveled, the Wall Street
Journal reports, a gay group is
leading an economic revival of a
formerly undesirable section of
Houston, replacing massage parlors
and strip joints with upscale
restaurants and boutiques.
Harry Britt, a gay San Francisco
supervisor who hails from the Oil
State, sees the Houston situation as
business-as-usual. Says Britt, “I am
as a Texan, that Houston is
Gay Rights Bill Fails sorry,
having such a hard time dealing
The city of Houston, Texas, on with the fact that there are lesbians
Jan. 19 defeated by a four to one and gay men.”
vote a referendum that would have
made illegal any discrimination on No Home for Clinics
the basis of sexual preference.
Some
California
abortion
The Houston Chamber of Com providers are finding it difficult to
merce claimed, along with doctors’ have a place to call home since anti
abortion violence has escalated in
the U.S.
Mary Luke, executive director of
Planned Parenthood in two San
Francisco Bay area counties, says
plans to set up a new clinic have
been delayed because the
organization cannot find a landlord
willing to rent to it.
Meanwhile, the Oakland Feminist
Women’s Health Center has
users, or should it also encompass
radiation, stress, and ergonomics?
NIOSH wants to keep the study
limited, but workers groups say
more topics should be examined.
Says Diana Roose, research director
of Nine to Five, the Organization of
Working Women, says that “it will
only be a partial answer to the
question if they do a very limited
risk study.”
Dr. Robert Arndt of the
University of Wisconsin, a member
of the NIOSH peer review panel,
wonders whether the study might
be overloaded with variables if too
much is examined. However, he
says, the study must be powerful
enough to satisfy unions and other
critics. Says Arndt, “if you can’t
satisfy these people on that issue (of
radiation), then you might as well
not do the study, because the
outcome is going to be worthless.”

reportedly been looking un
successfully for a new clinic location
for the past year. Spokespersons for
both groups say landlords are
nervous about the possibility of
pickets and vandalism.

No More Penthouse
If Midwesterners miss their
copies of Penthouse, it might be
because a group of women has been
hitting city after city, tearing up
copies of the magazine as they go.
Well-known anti-porn activist
Nikki Craft, of Santa Cruz, is
helping to organize the “rampage
against Penthouse” travels, during
which more than 20 people have
destroyed almost 100 copies of the
magazine at more than 20 stores and
newsstands in the Midwest. The
anti-porn activists have also burned
Penthouse publisher Bob Guccione
in effigy in at least two cities.
Craft says the “rampage” is being
done “in retaliation” for the
December issue of Penthouse,
which featured photos of nude Asian
women “tied with rough hemp rope
and . . . appearing to have been
raped and murdered.”
Group members say they are in
favor of nudity and sexual self
expression and are not campaigning
for legislation that would limit first
amendment rights. However, they
add, “without relying on power of
intervention of the state, we
organized to encourage a massive
rejection by the public of the
slanderous lie that women enjoy
sexual violence towards them
selves.”

calendar
YWCA

The YWCA of the Monterey
Peninsula has received a grant of
$30,856 to provide emergency
services to low-income female heads
of households and their dependent
children from March 1 to Dec. 31.
YWCA executive director Nan
Brenzel said the services will in
clude child care, a program to help
the women find safe housing and to
develop or upgrade their job skills.
Women needing these services
should contact the Y at 649-0834.

The Y will offer self-defense
training for women in basic and
intermediate classes beginning this
month.
The basic class begins Feb. 6 at 8
p.m. and the intermediate class
black hind legs and a tail — she starts Feb. 9 at 8 a.m. Both classes
appears not to have been affected will be held at the Aikido Center of
Monterey, 801 Lighthouse Ave.
by the ritual otherwise.
The course costs $100 for YWCA
Despite Brown’s adoption of members and $120 for non
powerful, ancient Egyptian sym members. For more information or
bolism, the potency of the imagery to register, call the Y.
is not successfully transmitted, and
the spiritual transformation of the
On Friday, Feb. 8 at 7 p.m., two
cat and the woman to Artemis- members of the YWCA Board of
Diana remains incomplete.
Directors will show slides and share
Brown employs a highly sim their impressions of their recent
plified style rendering her images travels to the Soviet Union.
Riane Eisler was one of four
flat puzzle pieces which then fit into
spartan backgrounds of bright, bold American delegates who attended a
color which are themselves flat and conference in Leningrad on the role
command the mood of the painting. of women in the peace movement
Throughout Brown’s career con (co-sponsored by Nordic Women for
frontational self-portraits have Peace and the Soviet Women’s
remained a dominant leitmotif of Committee). Carole Anderson will
her work. However, in this newest talk about the lives of women in the
portrait of a pilgrimage the self five provinces she visited.
The program is free and open to
images are held fixed, rigid in
environments of unfamiliar sym the public.
bolism, such that the flow of artistic
Women’s Resource Center
transformation is not documented
The Carmel Valley Women’s
and the quiet paws of company are
Resource Center will host a tea to
unable to arrive.

Still on a Pilgrimage
By Rachel Bishop

Joan Brown, a prominent San
Francisco artist, will exhibit
paintings on a water theme from her
“Bathers” series through March 10
at the Monterey Peninsula Museum
of Art.
Legend says, “If a cat washes its
paws, it’s going to rain, there will be
good weather, or company will
come.”
In this series of paintings, Brown
experiments with images of a cat
and a female figure in what appears
to be the development of a feline
female self-identity. In the manner
of a prophesy the cat-woman
cleanses herself in preparation for
some
unidentified
spiritual
pilgrimage.
However, the reluctant posture
and blank countenance of the sitting
woman in, for example, “Bather No.
2” reveals a detached, semi
conscious being only remotely
aware of the cat-demon beside her.
Although she takes on the form of
her “spiritual guide” — shapely,

introduce the center’s directors on
Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 2:30 p.m., Pilot
Road and Delfino Place, Carmel
Valley.
The mission of the Carmel Valley
Women’s Resource Center is to do
community
education,
hold
workshops and sponsor support
groups with a view toward net
working with existing agencies.
Women’s Philharmonic

Vicki Randle, Linda Tillery and
Rhiannon will perform in “Extra
vaganza II,” a benefit for the Bay
Area Women’s Philharmonic at the
Great American Music Hall on
Sunday, Feb. 10 at 8 p.m. Tickets
are $9, available at GAMH or at all
BASS outlets.
Randle, Tillery and Rhiannon will
perform separately and together in
this special performance. “Extra
vaganza II” is the second benefit for
the Women’s Philharmonic at the
Great American Music Hall; last
year’s sold out days before the
concert.
The BAWP is the only orchestra
in the country dedicated to the
promotion of women composers,
conductors and performers. Now in
its fourth season, the philharmonic
has received an ASCAP award for
adventuresome programming in
contemporary music and critical
acclaim for its performances.
For ticket information, call the
GAMH at (415) 885-0750.
Eating Disorders

Amy Krupski, L.C.S.W., is
starting an on-going group for
persons with bulimia and related
eating disorders. The group meets
on Monday evenings. Call Krupski
at 375-1515 for more information.
February, 1985 — Demeter — 3

Black Women: Achievements Against the Odds
“The Christian and moral forces of the nation should insist
that misrepresentation should have no place in the discussion
of this important question, that the figures of lynching should
be allowed to plead... in defense of the slandered dead ...
that truth, swift-winged and courageous, summon this nation
to do its duty to exalt justice and preserve inviolate the
sacredness of human life.”

Each of our lives has been affected by the
achievements of black women. From abolitionist
Sojourner Truth to writer Nikki Giovanni,
thousands have labored on many fronts and in
many roles toward essentially the same goal — to
see freedom triumph. By celebrating a few in
dividuals from a host of pioneers we offer tribute
to all black women who have persisted in their
battles against oppression, and who have
achieved for all of us. This is our way of com
memorating Black History Month.
These articles were reprinted from Black
Women: Achievements Against the Odds, a
calendar for 1985-86 published by GMG
Publishing. Copies can be ordered for $7.95 (plus
$1.50 per copy shipping) from GMG Publishing,
25 West 43rd St., New York, New York 10036.

Ida B. Wells Barnett in the Independent, 1901

JOURNALISM

EDUCATION
“Slavery made us poor, and its gloomy,
malicious shadow tends to keep us
so... it is a matter of serious concern to
us to see our youth with just as decided
diversity of talent as any other people,
all herded together into but three or
four occupations... we should strive to
make known ... the justice of our claims
to the same employments as other men,
under the same conditions.”
Fanny Jackson Coppin, 1896, Report to the Board of Managers

“ ... in all your Turnings and your Churnings,
remember Africa
You have to call your singing and your bringing,
your pulse, your ultimate booming in
the not-so-narrow temples of your Power—
you have to call all that, that is your Poem, AFRICA.”
Poem used with permission o( the author

LITERATURE
journalist, lecturer,
com
munity organizer, and club
. woman, Ida B. Wells Bar
nett (1862-1931) took a courageous
and militant stand on issues cen
tral to the welfare of black people.
While she was teaching in Mem
phis, a Baptist minister and leader of
the Negro Press Association urged
her to write articles for a black
newspaper. When her criticisms of

A

black schools were published, she
was fired from her teaching job.
In 1892, the offices of her news
paper the Memphis Free Speech
were destroyed after she inves
tigated and published facts of a case
in which three black businessmen
were hanged. During her ensuing
battle against lynching, Barnett lec
tured extensively in the United
States and abroad, published A Red

Youth, a Quaker-supported alternative
school.
In 1871 Coppin established a
L worked to prepare black
teacher's training program at the
youth for roles in newly industrialized
Institute which included a popular
cities. After graduating from Oberlin
and unprecedented practice teach
College in 1865, Coppin, a former
ing course. Later, after attending the
slave, went to Philadelphia which
Philadelphia Centennial Exposi
had a large urban black population.
tion, she became interested in in
She taught and in 1869 became head
principal of the Institute for Colored
dustrial education and persuaded
educator, Fanny
Jackson Coppin (1837-1913)

dedicated

A

Record, the first in-depth study of
lynching in America, and became
chairman of the Anti-Lynching Bureau
of the National Afro-American Coun
cil. In 1909 she investigated and
argued a legal case before the Gover
nor of Illinois against a sheriff who
allowed a black man in his custody
to be hanged. Barnett’s victory made
that death the last instance of lynch
ing in the stater

“ ... a few white people boarded the bus, and
they took all of the designated white seats,
and there was this one white man standing...
The driver looked at me and asked me if I
was going to stand up. 1 told him no, I wasn’t.
He said, “If you don’t stand up I’m going to
have you arrested,” I told him to go on and
have me arrested... They took me to the city
hall, where I was booked, and from there
to the jail.”

BUSINESS

“In this grand old Order we provide for
our revenues, care for our sick and
dead, organize our children, furnish
our own regalia, publish our own
mouth-piece and literature, own our
own printing plant, and have built and
established our own headquarters
all in a short twenty-five years. We have
only begun to have a vision of the
work which we are in a position to do
and should do in the future.”
Maggie Lena Walker, acceptance speech for 25 years
of service at the Quarto Centennial Service Celebration
in 1924.

Rosa Parks

wendolyn Brooks (b. 1917),

Prize for her volume of poemsAnn/e
who emerged as a' poet in
Allen Among her works during the
the 1940s, is noted for her
next 20 years were The Bean Eaters,
delicate, accurate portraits of black
Selected Poems, In the Mecca. Riot,
people in the urban North. Her first
and Family Pictures Influenced by
book, A Street in Bronzeville, is a
her close associations with younger
poetic chronicle of the painful adap
black writers since the 1960s and by
tation of blacks to city life.
a 1971 trip to East Africa, Brooks
In 1950 Brooks won the Pulitizer
modified her style, experimenting

G

CIVIL RIGHTS
MOVEMENT

ith quiet strength and de ident of the state NAACP and re
termination, Rosa Parks gional director of the International
(b. 1913), a seamstress and
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters,
called a meeting to organize a bus
an administrator in the Alabama
NAACP office, resisted discrimina boycott. The Montgomery Improve
ment Association was formed with
tion. In 1955 she was arrested and
jailed for refusing to give up her seat
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., as its
to a white man in a Montgomery,
president, and for 381 days it sup
Alabama, city bus. E.D. Nixon, presported the 50,000 black people who

W
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the school's board of managers to
establish the first industrial educa
tion department in the area to teach
trades to black youth. She helped
raise funds for the building that
housed the department and opened
in 1888. The Institute for Colored
Youth eventually moved to Cheyney,
Pennsylvania, where it evolved into
Cheyney State College.

decided to walk, bringing public
transportation in the city to a halt
until buses were integrated. Parks'
protest was the stimulus for 12 years
of mass non-violent protest against
segregation in cities throughout the
South. King called Parks, "the great
fuse that led the modern stride to
ward freedom.’’

with free and blank verse.
In her autobiography. Report From
Part One, Brooks defines her intend
ed audience as ".... all black people
in alleys, black people in gutters,
schools, offices, factories, prisons,
the consulate; 1 wish to reach black
people in pulpits, black people in
mines, on farms, on thrones ..."

he first American woman to
T
become a bank president,
Maggie Lena Walker (18671934) in 1899 became the executive
secretary-treasurer of the Indepen
dent Order of Saint Luke, a fraternal
society and insurance cooperative
with headquarters in Richmond,
Virginia. Under her leadership, this
organization grew from 57 local
chapters to 1,500 in 14 states, with a

total membership of over 50,000.
Walker established a newspaper for
the Order, the St Luke Herald, and
founded the St. Luke Penny Savings
Bank in 1903, later named the Con
solidated Bank and Trust Company
which almost 50 years after her
death has a net worth of about 37
million dollars Walker placed great
emphasis on the fraternal aspects of
the Order, too, and instituted a child

ren's program. Walker was founder
and president of the Richmond
Council of Colored Women which
raised thousands of dollars in sup
port of various institutions, includ
ing the Virginia Industrial School for
Colored Girls, and a visiting nurse
program. She served on the NAACP's
board of directors, and was vice pre
sident of the National Association of
Colored Women.
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books
Jewish Feminists
Claim Their Identity
The Law of Return by Alice Bloch
(Boston: Alyson Publications, 1983);
Triangles
by
Ruth
Geller
(Trumansburg, New York: The
Crossing Press, 1984).

The Jewish poet, Irena Klepfisz,
came to the United States from
Poland in 1949; she was eight years
old. She and her mother had sur
vived the Holocaust. Among her
most recent poems is one called
“Solitary Acts.” It is dedicated to
her aunt, Gina Klepfisz, who died in
Poland in 1942. Gina was “passing”
as a Christian to escape the Nazis;
but, when a priest was called to her
death-bed and asked if she had
anything to confess, she replied, “I
am a Jew.” “Such a will to be
known,” writes Irena 30 years later,
“can alter history.”
Those of us who are Jews born in
the United States in the closing
years of the War, or in its af
termath, have coped with our
identity in different ways. For many
of us caught in the tangle of our
parents’ reeling from the horror of
Europe, the claiming of ourselves as
Jews has been fraught with
emotional danger. This, coupled
with the policies and at times ap
palling actions of the Israeli
government has left many of us in
confusion and shame. We have
sought to shape an identity both
healing and redemptive, yet our
“will to be known” has been trapped
in the crater of modern history.
Two recent novels by Jewish
feminists, both of whom are also
lesbians, have been particularly
useful to me in claiming my identity
as a Jew: one is Alice Bloch’s The
Law of Return, and the other is
Ruth Geller’s Triangles. Both are
autobiographical, and Alice Bloch is
an especially gifted writer. Her
novel helped me to understand the
complexity and nuance of Israeli
society, and Geller’s allowed me to
understand the dynamics of Jewish
family life in the United States and
to appreciate the special qualities of
Jewish women who emigrated from
the “old country” in the early part of
this century.
In Bloch’s novel, Elisheva Rogin is
a middle class, upwardly mobile
young woman just graduated from
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the University of Wisconsin and
intending to do graduate work at
Berkeley. She decides to spend the
intervening summer in Israel, and
ends up staying a year. This is her
story:
an elegant, touching,
penetrating retrospective.
“Music was my mother tongue,”
Bloch begins, describing her mother
who was a cellist, “Hebrew my
father. English is the language of
speech . . . America is my birth
place, Israel my homeland, nowhere
my home.” If you are a Jew, she
tells us, you are automatically
entitled to become a citizen of
Israel. This is called “the Law of
Return.” It is a literal fact, and a
metaphor for Elisheva’s unfolding
consciousness of herself as a Jew
and a lesbian.
Bloch is marvelous in her
descriptions of streets and markets,
towns and villages, the sight and
smell of a people. Beautiful is the
portrait of Old Jerusalem etched in
the sculptured prose of a poet.
Elisheva studies everything around
her: history, text, language,
scripture. Sensitive, astute, with no
political axes to grind, Bloch takes
us on a remarkable tour of our
homeland. Most compelling to me
was the story of the two women,
Yardena and Zahava, who are
Elisheva’s neighbors in the working
class district of Jerusalem where
she lives. They are Sephardic Jews,
dark-complected, and discriminated
against by the predominantly
European Ashkenazic Jews in
power. Zahava has lost a son, killed
in one of Israel’s many wars, and for
four years she has sat on her
balcony, numb and speechless; but,
when Yardena becomes ill and
Elisheva begins to nurse her,
Zahava joins in and finally directs
the project. She too begins her own
healing.
Given voice, Zahava speaks of her
mother, her life, her self unfulfilled
as a lover. Through her we are
given a glimpse into another law of
return: the experience and learning
passed on from mother to daughter,
and among women. At the center of
the book both physically and
spiritually, it is the bond among
Elisheva, Yardena and Zahava
which shapes our final un
derstanding of Bloch’s vision. While
the second half of the novel, set in
the United States, and tracing
Elisheva’s struggle to claim her
lesbian identity is less successful in
a literary sense, the novel achieves
its clear and honest purpose.
Triangles by Ruth Geller is set
solidly in the Rosenthal family, first
and second generation Jews living
in an uneasy alliance. Sunny is our
celebrated figure, the daughter and
sister,
hard-working,
recently
divorced, surviving the grief of her
daughter’s tragic death. She is a
lesbian, “coming out,” trying to
build a relationship with Kay, her
turbulent, non-communicating and
yet intense and sensitive lover.
Sunny is also determined to uncover
the truth surrounding the life of her
adopted brother — a secret which
has enmeshed the family in a
shibboleth of lies and deceptions.
If the cry for clear communication
is a central theme in Geller’s novel,
the grandmother, Rose, is its in
spiration. And it is through her that
Sunny begins to heal herself and
locate the truth of her family’s
secret. Rose is, as Ruth Geller
would put it, “a real character” — an

New Lesbian Novel
The Sophie Horowitz Story by
Sarah Schulman (San Francisco:
Naiad Press, 1984).

eating interesting food (lots of sour
cream) with her lover Lillian, and
meets lots of weird people.
Schulman succeeds at satirizing
the women’s community. The scene
where Sophie dresses as a gay male
clone,
and
follows
Seymour
Weinstein through men’s bars and
finally picks him up, is hilarious.
Some parts Schulman just throws
in for fun and they detract from
Sophie as a novel. An example is the
sex scene in a synagogue. Sex
scenes are nice, but couldn’t the sex
be between Sophie and her lover
Lillian, rather than a woman who
doesn’t appear in the rest of the
novel? Couldn’t it be part of the
novel, instead of a short vignette
that doesn’t have anything to do
with anything else?

My problem with The Sophie
Horowitz Story is that it really isn’t
a novel. It’s more a series of
vignettes strung together, touching
somewhat on a common thread, but
not really hanging together as one
story. Although funny, clever, and
good escapism, Sophie Horowitz
does not fully satisfy as a novel.
Sophie is a writer, a collective
member of Feminist News, and lives
on her very small salary in an
apartment building in the East
Village. The big news is that
Germaine Covington, one of those
nice radicals from the 60s who went
underground, has resurfaced and
has robbed a bank along with her
old friend Laura Wolfe, one of those
radical feminists in a leftist sec
tarian group.
Sophie wants to find Germaine,
interview her and be a famous
feminist journalist. Along the way,
Sophie smokes a lot, hangs out

— Denise Kulp
(Reprinted from the January
issue of Off Our Backs.)

expression common in my family
also, and reserved for a very special
class of people.
Geller’s portrait of Rose, based
upon the life of her own grand
mother, Sophie Geller, is a gem,
down to the finest expressions of
the Yiddish language and culture.
The novel suffers from some con
trivance, but the keen wit, com
passion and inner beauty of
Grandma Rose is worth every page.
I felt myself uplifted by this won

derful “character,” one of whom is
found in all our families, and whose
strength has sustained us as a
people.
Scattered, the fragments of
Jewish culture rebuilt, piece by
piece, to give vision and meaning,
the purpose of a heritage the pride
of healing, the “will to be known”
that collects the fragments and
saves each one. These novels are of
such a piece.
— Bettina Aptheker

Sophie Horowitz is fun, hilarious
even, and I look forward to more,
better-constructed novels by Sarah
Schulman.
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MUSEtime
By Riz Raymundo

There are four wonderful senior
citizens, widows, in my life. They
may all be from different cultures
and areas — Hawaii, California,
Kentucky and Puerto Rico — but
they
possess one common
denominator — spunk.
No “weaker sex,” they.
They are: my mother, Angie, 72;
Norma’s
mother, Beryl, 83;
Virginia’s mother, Hester, 82, and
Carmen’s
mother,
Daisy,
somewhere in the high 60s hitting
70 (as she says).
Angie has the penchant for
keeping those within her perimeter
of concern very well-fed. Our neigh
borhood cats, who know where
there’s always a square meal, and
my un-svelte figure will attest to
that. But when Angie’s crony,
Lillian (70) pays a visit, cats and I
are on our own.
Angie and Lillian have this one
great passion — penny-ante poker.
They can sit for hours playing the
game. Now and then they’ll doze off
(eyes open) on a hand or two but
they continue to shuffle, deal and
ante up.
Because their poker rules are
confusing, I don’t attempt to join
them.
Not only do they love to play
poker, they enjoy taking the bus to
Reno or Tahoe.
Beryl is a retired nurse who lives
alone and enjoys taking little trips
with cronies. Once, despite an
aching back, she and friends took off
on a weekend into Sonoma County
and enjoyed themselves immensely.
Recently, she fractured her hip in
a fall (she had ignored all warnings
of caution by daughters) and to her
consternation was confined to bed.
At about the same time, daughter
No. 2, Norma, had scored a business
victory. Beryl — confinement or no
confinement — helped daughter No.
2 celebrate. Flat on her back in bed
with Norma sitting beside her, they
polished off a bottle of champagne.
Needless to say, Beryl had a good
night’s rest and Norma was late for
work the next morning.
Hester is a 40-hour-a-week em-

ployee of a cleaning establishment.
Still she cleans house on Saturday
and plays golf in the wee hours of
Sunday morning.
To be around Hester is like being
around a whirlwind. She can walk a
long city block in half the time it
takes her 53-year-old daughter and
with less oxygen intake. Whenever
Virginia calls her to suggest a
shopping trip to San Francisco, the
beach in Santa Cruz or an art show,
Hester is ready. I mustn’t forget the
times Virginia calls her to complain
about a leaky faucet or a sticking
door — in no time Hester is at her
door with tools in hand.
Then there is Daisy. When she
became a widow, it took her four
children some time to talk her out of
living alone. She compromised by
staying with one or the other
whenever she chose. That is, until
daughter No. 2, Carmen, put her
foot down and took her into her
home on a permanent basis — that
is, until son No. 2, Pete, bought a
home in the country on the outskirts
of Hayward. Her children then
decided country living was best for
her. Of course, it took months to get
her out of San Francisco into the
country.
In the beginning, when she felt
like visiting one of her other
children or go to a particular store
in the city to buy special ingredients
for a Puerto Rican dish, she’d hop a
bus. On her return home she’d find
children, grandchildren and even
great-grandchildren gathered in a
bedlam of concern over her where
abouts. After they took turns
scolding her, she, in her not-soquiet, rapid Spanish told them she
was capable of taking care of
herself, raised four children without
mishap and why were they making
so much noise over a bus ride?
Now when she disappears
without notification, her children
contact each other and the store,
wait, and whoever finds her at their
door, calls the others.
As daughter No. 1, Hilda, says,
“Mothers!”
I love them all. They help allay
my fears of the coming years.
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Something Sweet for Valentine’s Day

I love all scrumptious things
I seek and absorb them:
Chocolates and marzipan,
Fudge and divinity,
And nuts in variety;
Almonds and almond joy,
Walnuts and hazelnuts.
Brownies full of brown
sugar, and iced.
And if you asked me
To choose a sundae,
I would not refuse
One heaped with cream
And melted caramel...
Thinking of these
My mouth has wings.
I love all scrumptious things.
Margaret Paroutaud

With apologies to Rupert Brooke.
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